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With Flynn guilty plea, 
Mueller closer to Trump 


= 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Former Trump national security adviser Michael Flynn leaves federal court in Washington on Friday. His guilty plea to making false 
statements to the FBI was the first by a former Trump White House official in the wide-ranging investigation led by special counsel Robert 
Mueller. Some legal experts say Flynn could testify against White House officials or the president in Mueller’s investigation. 


Legal analysts see peril in probe to 
president and key adviser Kushner 


BY GREG GORDON, BEN WIEDER 
AND PETER STONE 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 
etired Lt. Gen. Michael 
Flynn’s guilty plea 
Friday signals he al- 
ready has provided 
federal prosecutors with incrimi- 
nating information about Presi- 
dent Donald Trump or senior 
members of his inner circle, 
marking an explosive turn in the 
investigation into whether 
Trump’s 2016 campaign collab- 
orated in Russia’s election med- 
dling, legal experts said. 

The former national security 
adviser’s plea to a single count 
of lying to FBI agents, and the 
disclosure that he is cooperating 
with investigators, means Justice 
Department special counsel 


Robert Mueller has secured the 
inside witness he has sought for 
months in his sprawling inquiry. 
Flynn, a former three-star 
Army general, admitted he lied 
about multiple contacts he had 
with Russia’s U.S. ambassador in 


66 


the weeks before Trump was 
sworn in as president. The dis- 
closure provided concrete evi- 
dence that Trump’s transition 
team twice sought secretly to 
undermine U.S. foreign policy 
decisions of President Barack 
Obama, even influencing Rus- 
sia’s decision not to immediately 
strike back after Obama im- 
posed sanctions in retaliation for 
the Kremlin’s purported attempt 


(MICHAEL FLYNN’S COOPERATION) RAISES THE 
STAKES FOR ANYONE ELSE WHO MIGHT BE LESS 
THAN CANDID WITH FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. WE 
KNOW MORE THAN ANY OTHER PERSON, THE 
PRESIDENT WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
INVESTIGATION OF MIKE FLYNN. 


California Rep. Adam Schiff, the ranking Democrat on the House 


Intelligence Committee 


to tilt the election to Trump. 

Flynn’s misrepresentations 
about his phone conversations 
with Kislyak to Vice President 
Mike Pence, the White House 
has said, led to Flynn’s firing 
after just 24 days in office. 

A frequent companion of 
Trump on his campaign plane 
and a fiery speaker at his rallies, 
Flynn could now be a key wit- 
ness against the president if 
Mueller concludes he has legal 
grounds to prosecute Trump. A 
key aspect of the investigation 
focuses on whether Trump 
sought to obstruct justice when 
he fired FBI Director James 
Comey, who led the Russia in- 
vestigation until he was ousted 
May 9 after several awkward 
conversations with the presi- 
dent. Comey testified to Con- 
gress last June that Trump had 
demanded his loyalty and urged 
him to drop the bureau’s in- 
vestigation of Flynn, saying that 


SEE FLYNN PLEA, 6A 


‘We have 
the votes’ 
on tax bill, 
Senate 
leader says 


BY ALAN FRAM, MARCY GORDON 
AND STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans used a burst of 
eleventh-hour horse-trading 
Friday to edge a $1.4 trillion 
tax bill to the brink of Senate 
passage, as a party starved all 
year for a major legislative 
triumph took a giant step to- 
ward giving President Donald 
Trump one of his top priorities 
by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., declared 
after leaders swayed holdout 
senators by agreeing to fatten 
tax breaks for millions of busi- 
nesses and let people deduct 
local property taxes. 

The Senate was on track at 
press time to give near party- 
line approval to the measure 
by late Friday, setting up nego- 
tiations with the House for a 
final package. The measure 
focuses the bulk of its tax 
reductions on businesses and 
higher-earning individuals, 
gives more modest breaks to 
others and would be the bol- 
dest rewrite of the nation’s tax 
system since 1986. 

Republicans touted the 
package as one that would 
benefit people of all incomes 
and ignite the economy. Even 
an official projection of a $1 
trillion, 10-year flood of deep- 
er budget deficits couldn’t 
dissuade nearly all GOP sen- 
ators from rallying behind the 
bill. 

“Obviously I’m kind of a 
dinosaur on the fiscal issues,” 
said Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
the only announced GOP 
opponent, who battled to keep 
the measure from worsening 
the government’s accumu- 
lated $20 trillion in IOUs. 

In videos and tweets, Demo- 
crats mocked the hefty text of 
the legislation, a 500-page 
document with handwritten 
notes in the margins. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts tweeted, “No, I 
haven’t had time to read the 
500-page #GOPTaxScam bill 


SEE TAX OVERHAUL, 2A 
© morens 


Winners and losers in the Senate GOP 
tax bill. 2A 


State lawmakers make bipartisan push 
for $4.4B more in wildfire disaster aid 


BY EMILY CADEI 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

California’s House members 
are joining across party lines to 
call for $4.4 billion for wildfire 
recovery from Congress, a uni- 
fied statement that boosts the 
state’s chances of securing 
much-needed funds to help 
rebuild after this fall’s devas- 
tating fires. 

The request is also a rebuke 
of the White House, which sent 


a $44 billion disaster aid request 


to Congress last month that 
made little mention of the 


state’s fire victims. The Trump 
administration later clarified 
that its requests for money for 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (FEMA), the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (US- 
DA) and Small Business Admin- 
istration would all apply to Cali- 
fornia’s fire recovery, as well as 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. 
Even so, the sums the White 
House outlined on Nov. 17 were 
far less than what states affect- 
ed by these disasters said they 
need to rebuild. California 
Democratic Congressmen Mike 
Thompson and Jared Huffman 
called the $44 billion request 
“anemic” even if applied just to 


hurricane recovery, and not 
nearly enough if wildfire needs 
were also included in the mix. 
After negotiations between 
Democrats and Republicans this 
week in Washington, Califor- 
nia’s House delegation agreed 
to ask House appropriators for 
$4.4 billion as part of a supple- 
mental spending bill lawmakers 
are expected to pass this month. 
That echoes a Nov. 30 letter 
from the California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services, 
which laid out the aid the state 
needs from various federal 
agencies including FEMA, US- 


SEE WILDFIRE AID, 6A 


SPORTS 


STANFORD FALLS 
TO USC IN PAC-12 


USC wins its first Pac-12 
football championship 
game, beating Stanford 
31-28 and is likely headed 
to the Fiesta Bowl on 
Dec. 30 in Arizona. 1C 


INSIGHT 


TRUMP PUSHING 
‘CHRISTMAS’ 


President Donald Trump 
signals this week that he’s 
following through on his 
campaign promise to 
push for the return of 
‘Merry Christmas.’ 7A 
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